
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I have been praying for each one of you. I have 
been praying for good health, healing for those 
who are ill and protection for you and your loved 
ones. I wanted to share with you all that is 
happening in Grace Center in these very 
challenging days.  
 
All schools and also our day care have been 
closed. This may work in a place where people live 
in houses. The reality is that in Ethiopia, the 
majority of the people still live in one-room mud 
huts. Typically, a family will live in one room and 
next to that another family. Often there are 
several families that live on one small property. 
There is often no running water and no plumbing. 
Many times, there is no electricity. In Ethiopia, it 
is almost impossible to have food to last for even 
one week let alone two weeks. Bahir Dar has a 
population of about 350,000. After Bahir Dar 
closed the city for two weeks in response to 
COVID-19, 50,000 people are very hungry and 
many starving. When Grace Center realized that 
no one was offering to feed the masses, our staff, 
Director Amy Minard and Assistant Director Worku 
Assab along with our other dedicated staff stepped up to 
feed anyone in need. They risked their own health and 
well-being to make sure that no one would be starving.  
 
One mother shared about how she didn’t think she was 
going to be able to make it because she was so hungry, 
she thought she would just pass out on the street. Her 
two-year-old has also been starving and having no food 
to offer she continues to offer her breast that has long 
been void of any milk. She had nothing left to give. It 
breaks my heart to think of people that are hungry, let 
alone starving. There is no reason why anyone 
anywhere in the world should be starving to death.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Director Amy Minard and Assistant 
Director Worku Assab distribute food to 
hundreds.  

Right: This mother walked barefoot for many 
miles carrying her baby on her back and leaving 
her older child with disabilities at home. She 
was very grateful to receive food. 



 
 

In addition to places being 
closed, it was very difficult 
to even buy food as it 
wasn’t available. Melese 
Beyene, our reunification 
and crisis relief officer, 
traveled for hours out of 
the city to purchase large 
amounts of the grain, teff 
and other necessary food 
items. Within two weeks 
we have given more food 
than we would have 
typically used in two years. 

This is hard to imagine when we feed a lot of people to begin with, providing 800 meals every 
day.  
 
There has also been very limited running water. It might only be turned on for a couple of hours 
each week. We have been trying to dig a well at Grace Center. This has stopped since people 
were not allowed to leave their houses. Please pray that this can be completed. 
 
In this time of uncertainty, we need to stand firm on the Word of God and also demonstrate 
God’s love by helping people with their needs. Many of you have already given to help these 
people. We are so very grateful! God is so good in that as long as we ask Him to use us, He will 
continue to provide, but each person has a different role. Grace Center provides direct help to 
those in greatest need. If you have not given, we need you to give so that Grace Center can 
continue this vital work.  
 
We have a very generous donor partner who is going to match every dollar given up to $10,000! 
Please give by check or online www.gracecenterfoundation.org. 
We are so very grateful for your wonderful prayers and support.  
May God continue to bless you! 
 
Marcie Erickson 
 
Executive Director and Co-Founder 
for Grace Center in Bahir Dar, 
Ethiopia 
marcie@gracecenterfoundation.org 
239-465-6435 
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